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MAIN STREET FIRST! NO BLANK-CHECK BAILOUT FOR WALL STREET

Central Indiana Jobs with Justice joins national day of protest to stop corporate bailout.
Indianapolis, IN  – Central Indiana Jobs with Justice today announced its participation in a national day of protest scheduled for this Thursday, Sept. 25, in opposition to the no-strings-attached, $700 billion corporate bailout plan advanced by President Bush and Treasury Secretary Paulson. The protest will take place from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. at 10 W Market, outside Market Tower where Senator Lugar and Senator Bayh have their offices.
“From Wall Street to K Street to Main Street USA, we are speaking out against this terrible corporate giveaway,” said Central Indiana Organizer, Allison Luthe.  “We are being asked to reward a bankrupt ideology that views government regulation as evil when, as recent events so aptly demonstrate, it is absolutely necessary.”

The National day of protest features dozens of press conferences, demonstrations and other public events throughout the United States. Some of the events are being held by local and national organizations; others will be self-organized, spontaneous events involving individual taxpayers angered by the proposed corporate bailout, as introduced in Congress.

Among the leaders of the organizing effort is TrueMajority.org, an online organization that has launched a web site and notified its more than 600,000 members, urging them to take action against the plan. Also assisting is the American Friends Service Committee, which is providing a 1-800 number for angry constituents to contact their representative and senators in Congress.

For more than a year now, social and economic justice advocates like Central Indiana Jobs with Justice and its national network have begged, pleaded and cajoled our political leaders to do something about the rapidly growing mortgage crisis.  They have sat on their hands until now while the "private market corrects itself."  The massive government bailout proposed will virtually bankrupt our government, making it difficult to pay for other priorities such as health care, education, infrastructure, alternative energy...and tax cuts for the middle class.
Central Indiana Jobs with Justice we are joining with working people across the country in demanding of lawmakers No Corporate Bailout.  We need real economic solutions for the people that are losing their homes and jobs,” Luthe said.  “Not more money for the Wall Street corporations that got us into this mess.  Although the media has painted this bailout as a necessary done deal, it is still possible to derail it with strong, coordinated pressure. This rally is an example of that pressure.”  

Among the events taking place across the country:

In New York City, nearly a thousand protestors will gather at 4 p.m. on Wall Street to engage in a demonstration fueled entirely by viral, word-of-mouth Internet activism.

In Connecticut, activists will gather from 4 to 6 p.m. Thursday in front of AIG company headquarters, 1 State Street in Hartford.

In Minnesota, activists will gather at 5 p.m. Thursday in front of the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis at 90 Hennepin Ave.

In Florida, members of the Florida Consumer Action Network will be phone canvassing their members, asking them to call their congressional delegation and urge a “no” vote on the Bush-Paulson bailout. The phone canvassing will occur from 4:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. at 3018 W. Kennedy Blvd, Suite B in Tampa.

[Note to editors and producers: A full list of events will be available by Thursday morning.]
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