The Honorable Senator Evan Bayh

United States Senate

1650 Market Tower, 10 West Market Street

Indianapolis, IN  46204

Dear Senator Bayh:

I am unable to join my neighbors on their trip to D.C. on June 25th to speak with you about the choice of a public health insurance option, but I am writing this letter today to endorse their message and add my voice to the grassroots group of Hoosiers fighting to win quality affordable health care in 2009.

The new public health insurance plan would be designed to slow the growth in medical costs, inject competition into the private health insurance market, foster payment and delivery system reforms, remedy disparities in access to care, and guarantee that high-quality, affordable coverage will be there for individuals and families no matter what happens to their jobs or their health. 

We need a new public health insurance plan that would force the private ones to compete, and 

· Offer comprehensive health care benefits;

· Be funded by enrollee premiums, employer contributions and income-related government payments;

· Be designed to accommodate for people that cost more to care for; 

· Provide enrollees the power to vote with their feet and switch out of a health plan that doesn’t meet their needs.

Americans need the choice of a public health insurance option because too many of us do not have insurance, or the insurance we’re paying for does not meet our needs.  The devastating stories are endless.   

I urge you to join with President Obama and make the choice of a public health insurance plan a reality in 2009.  Hoosiers are counting on your leadership. 


Sincerely, 

__________________________

__________________________

__________________________

